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New HMS opens for first day 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE. For additional information, please contact Sandra Yager at 
(360) 448-6400. 
 
BRUSH PRAIRIE, Washington, Sept. 6, 2017— Hockinson Middle School opened today—a 
year ahead of schedule—with students and parents exploring new halls and classrooms, while 
construction workers continued their efforts on the new building. 
 
A group of students in the eighth-grade pod described the new facility as “awesome”—from the 
chairs to the library to the water fountains to, well, “everything.”  
 
Seventh grader Heather Anklam said she’s excited to meet the new teachers and students. 
“And it’s cool to have an upstairs now,” she added. 
 
The day went as smoothly as most first days ever go, said Principal Brian Lehner. “It’s great to 
be in the new building even though it isn’t complete,” he said. “The parent volunteers made the 
opening very successful—I don’t think it would have been as smooth without them.” 
 
The volunteers invited students into the building and helped them find their home classrooms. 
They'll be helping students acclimate to the building for the rest of the week. 
 
Superintendent Sandra Yager said Robinson Construction Co. did a fantastic job pulling the 
building together on a timeline challenged by an especially cold, wet winter.  
 
She expressed deep gratitude to the Hockinson community. 
 
“This school exemplifies the hope this community has for its kids, and we are thankful for 
everyone’s support,” she said. “This is a community that cares and wants to give its students 
every opportunity to find their paths. The new building has tools that will help make that 
happen—but most importantly it is home to an enthusiastic staff that will help each of our 
students find the direction of their dreams.” 
 
The east wing of the building—including the band room, Career Technical Education 
classrooms and gymnasiums—will be ready later this fall.  
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